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In consideration of  

GM 553 
Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Hawaii Community 

Development Authority, Gubernatorial Nominee,  
PETER APO, for a term to expire 06-30-2023.  

 

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Misalucha, and members of the Committee.  The Hawaii 

Community Development Authority (HCDA) supports GM 553, that confirms Peter Apo 

as the cultural specialist of the HCDA board.   

Among his many accomplishments, Peter Apo has extensive experience as a 

Native Hawaiian leader, was a founding member of the Native Hawaiian Hospitality 

Association, served as its past chairman and its Director of Culture & Education. He 

chaired the boards of both the Historic Hawaii Foundation and Pacific Islanders in 

Communications. He served as the City & County of Honolulu’s Director of Culture and 

Arts, and later as the Special Assistant on Hawaiian Affairs to Governor Ben Cayetano. 

In 1975, Mr. Apo was elected as the first chair of the Waianae Neighborhood 

Board, and his career in public service began. He was elected to the first board of 

trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA). Served as a legislator in the State 

House of Representatives for 14 years. In 2010, Apo returned to serve on the OHA 

board for 8 more years. In total, Mr. Apo has dedicated 40 years to public service. 

  Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support. 
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